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A Passion for Community Betterment

This is the tenth year of the Ukrainian
Saturday School program (School of Ukrainian
Studies), begun in a church of the new
immigrants, then expanded to the wider
community as part of the district’s parent
involvement efforts through Emergency
Immigrant funding, and finally supported by the
refugee grant. The presence of the Saturday
School has become widely known, and has
occasionally been used as a reason for choosing
Folsom Cordova’s area to live for many
immigrant families. There are 328 students in this school.

Use of the district’s policies and rules for the parent agreement form helps parents
better understand how American schools operate, particularly in terms of parent
involvement (yard duty, classroom help, homework); importance of attendance (classes
might be canceled if enrollment drops); and unacceptable behavior. The Saturday School
teachers meet twice a year with the parents (all are represented or the kids can’t attend),
and answer questions about why the regular schools do this or that.

The school’s annual cultural presentations provide another avenue for community
contact. Every year the school does two presentations, where children sing, recite, and
honor parents, teachers, and guests. The School of Ukrainian Studies has the regular
involvement of Music Professor from Ukraine Ola Oliynik, world-recognized bandura
artist (who has since become a Saturday School teacher), and her husband, CSUS Music
Professor Yuriy Oliynik. The Ukrainian chorus and bandura players have performed for
the Cordova Community Council, the Kid’s Day celebration at White Rock Park, and the
Refugee Educators’ Faire. Irina Yarmola, another community member with no ties to the
school, helped with the presentations, cultural music and choir, and has since become a
Saturday School teacher. Mr. Storozuk, retired from General Motors, Ukrainian refugee
from World War II, has made the Ukrainian school his passion. He was happy to be
involved in school activities: typing some materials for the teachers and providing some
books. Another link to earlier waves of immigrants is Mrs. Tomkiv, whose parents
emigrated from Ukraine to the East Coast of the United States. She speaks and writes
excellent, high level Ukrainian. She voluntarily provided Saturday School lessons in
Ukrainian history and geography for several years. The Ukrainian Saturday School has
been a hugely effective way to garner parent and community involvement, in such a way
that both the school and the children benefit.

The organization and coordination of this program has been the product of
passion and commitment. A public elementary school—Williamson—has agreed to let
the Ukrainian Saturday school use sixteen of their classrooms and their public areas.
This is inconvenient for the school, and is a mark of the vision and commitment that the
school has for their immigrant students. For other communities considering a public
school arrangement, this is one of the most difficult challenges: sharing territory.

VR T

SIS ISP TIPS



A A N A N A N A S N SN SR SR SR RO RN

SIS ISP

The program itself is very well organized. There are lesson plans and materials
for each of the 32 Saturday sessions, at eight levels, so that even if a substitute is called
on to teach, there is no gap in the students’ progress. For those students who progress
through the eighth level and graduation, parents’ commitment to helping children practice
their Ukrainian reading during the week is apparent.

The school staff continues to expand the curriculum, using the newest school
literature (books) from Ukraine, which parents have helped to obtain from Ukraine. The
latest materials were developed by a credentialed teacher — Antonina Yaskevich —
reading (Ukrainian literature) books for 7" and 8" grades. The program coordinator,
Nadia Kalinyuk, has identified and purchased books for the school’s checkout library, so
children can practice reading in classrooms and home. Finally, this Ukrainian magazine
“Native Word” is part parent education, part educational reading and puzzles for use at
home, part information and news, and part information in English for those of us who
don’t read Ukrainian.

The passion for helping the Ukrainian youngsters read and write the language of
their thoughts has been remarkable for the receiving community to witness. There are
often new ideas and emerging projects in American communities, but the desire to keep
them going when sacrifice is required often wanes. The commitment of the Ukrainian
community—children, parents, adults, elders, and helpers—to see that children can read
and write Ukrainian is truly remarkable. That program staff has helped other immigrant
communities (Armenian, Russian, Spanish) to start heritage language Saturday school
programs is even more remarkable. The bilingual situations at home and at school should
be regarded as an asset and not as a liability for our country.

Although the generous refugee grant funding will end soon, it will have provided
the curriculum, materials, and equipment that can be used in a continuation of the
program, if parents are also committed to the concept. We must find a way to support the
passion of community for mother-tongue literacy.

Judy Lewis
Director of State and Federal Programs,

Folsom-Cordova Unified School District

Mema — nokpawiennsa ycumms i OiAAbHOCH
YKPAinCbKOi 2pomaou.

Leit pik € 10-um 11 ykpaincekoi cyooTHbo1 mkonu (Ilkona YkpainoznascTBa),
sKa TI04Yajach B IIEPKB1 HOBUX IMMITPaHTIB, a Mi3HIIIE MOMUPHIACH HA BCIO TPOMATy
yepe3 3aisiHHA npali 6aTeKiB y AepkaBHoMY LIkimbHOMY JIMCTPIKTI 32 paxyHOK
(dinancyBanHs nepxkaBHuUMH GoHmamu. CyO0oTHsS ykpaiHChka mkoja B Panuo Kopmosa
cTalla MHUPOKO BiIoOMa, a JJIs JeSKUX IMMITPAaHTChKUX CiMell BOHA CTaa 1 MPHYNHOIO
BHOOPY Miclisl mpoXuBaHHsS. Ha chorosHi B Hiif HaB4arOThCs 328 yUHIB.

Bukopucranss “3akoHy Mpo AUCHUILTIHY 1 HIKITBHUX MPABHII HAILIOTO
[xineHOTO JMcTpikTy y llkomi YkpaiHo3HaBCTBaA JomoMarae 6aTbKaM Kpaiie 3p03yMiTh
aMEepPHKAaHCHhKYy CHCTEMY 3araJlbHOOCBITHIX IIIK1JI, a caMe: YepryBaHHs I1iJ] yac NepepBH,
JI0TIOMOTa BUUTENISM 1O KJlacaX, BUKOHAHHS JOMAIIHIX 3aB/laHb, BAXKJIMBICTh OCTIHHOTO
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BiJIBITYBaHHS IIIKOJIM (SIKILO YY€Hb MPOIYCTUB 3 1 OIbIIE AHIB, BIH aBTOMAaTHYHO
B1IPaXOBYETHCSA 31 IIKOJIH ), TOPYIICHHS ITPaBUJI MOBEIIHKH, y4acTh OaThKIB B 1HIIMX
HIKUTBHUX MIPONIPUEMCTBAX. Y CyOOTHIN MIKOJII MPOBOAATHCS OAaThKIBChKI 300pH, 1€
0aThbKH MOXYTh O3HAHOMHUTHUCH 3 yCiMa MTUTAHHSAMH, K1 iX I[IKaBJISITh BKIFOUHO 3
MUTAHHSMU MIPO 3arajIbHOOCBITHI aMEPUKAHCHKI IIKOJIH.

Bucryn mkineHoro xopy i 6anaypucris Ha cBaTi '""Mu mykaemo tajaanTu."

VY 1Ko IpoBOAATHCS HIOPIYHO KOHIIEPTH — MPOMAryBaHHs yKpaiHChKOT
KYJIBTYPH, SIKi TAKOXK € TOTIOMI>XHUM MOCTOM JIsl KOHTaKTyBaHHS 3 Tpomaioro. lllopoky
€ JIBa MIKITFHUX PAaHKH, JIe YUHI CIBAIOTh, YUTAIOThH BIPIII, & TAKOXK JSIKYIOTh OaThKam,
BuMTEISIM 1 TocTsM. Y Ilkom YkpaiHO3HABCTBa peryasipHO MPAIIO€ BUUTETb MY3UKH —
crapmuii BuKiIagad JIbBiBCbkoi KoHCcepBaTopii 3 Ykpaiau, 1. Omns OniitHuK, apTUCTKA 3
CBITOBMM BU3HAHHAM. li 40JOBiK — mpogecop My3HKH 3 KoJleaxky “American River” —

1. FOpiit OniiHUK Takoxk Jonomarae mkomi. Xop 1 6annypuctu [Ikonm
VYkpaiHO3HABCTBA BXKE 3 YCIIXOM BUCTYNWIN Ha cBATI “Jlenb JutnnHn”, sixe BinOymnocs y
Panuo Kopnosa, a Takox Ha MiKHaIioHAIBHOMY CBsATI y M. CakpamenTo. II. Ipuna
SIpMona, mpeaCTaBHUK YKPaiHCHKOT rpoMajiv, BUNTENb MY3UKH 3 YKpaiHu, Oarato
JIOTIOMOTJIAa B OpraHi3allii ux CBAT, 1 3 TUX Iip movana Takox npaioaTt y ko
VYkpainoznasctBa. I1. CTopoxyk, neHcionep 3 3aBoay “General Motors”, iMMirpanT
MMICAABOEHHOI XBUJI1, TAKOXK 3aXOIMMBCA 1[1€10 IIKOJIOK. BiH 3 3a10BOJICHHSAM JIOIOMAaran
IIKOJIi: HAaOMpaB Ha KOMII IOTEpi HaBYAJIbHI MPOrPaMHt Uil BAMTENIB, JOMOMIT 3 IEIKUMHU
i IpyYHUKAMHU.

I1. Motps ToMKiB € TakOX IPeACTaBHUKOM JaBHBOI iMMirpauii ykpainmis. Bona
YyJI0BO BOJIOJI€ YKPATHCHKOIO MOBOIO 1 Takok monomarana [lIkomni YkpaiHo3HaBcTBa,
0€30IUTaTHO HaBYAIOYH JITeH Ha MPOTs31 JEKIIBKOX POKIB icTopii Ta reorpadii Ykpainu.
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[Ikona YkpaiHo3HaBCcTBA € e()EKTUBHUM MICLIEM 3alisiHHS OaThKIB Ta pOMajH, Le
KOPHCHO SIK JUISI IIKOJIM TaK 1 JJIS YCIIXiB 11 y4HIB.

Oprani3arist 1 KOOpAWHALIS Li€T KON — e MPOAYKT 3aXOIUICHHS 1 Y3TOPKEeHHS.
Jlep>xaBHa 3aranbHOOCBITHS 1mKkoia “Williamson Elementary School” moroaunaces Ha
BUKOpPUCTaHHA ii 16 KJI1aciB 1 IHIIMX MPUMIIIEHB IS IPOBEJCHHA CYOOTHIX 3aHATh. Lle
HE € BUT1THO JUIsI aMEPUKAHCHKOI IIKOJIH, aJie IIe € 3HAKOM TOT0, 10 IIKOJIa TO3UTHBHO
BITHOCUTHCS IO CBOIX Y4HIB — IMMIrpaHTiB. JIJisl BCiX 1HIIMX IpoMaj HAUTSHKYMM 3 YCiX
JIOMOBJICHB, SIKI BOHU Oa)kaJii O y3TOJUTH 3 IEP>KaBHOIO IITIKOJIOKO — I1€ OTPUMAaHHS
npuMinieHHs. | e Tpeba HIHUTH HAJIEXKHO YKpPaiHCHKiN rpomai.

Cama nporpama IIKOJIH € Iy>Ke T00pe opraHi3oBaHa. YUYWTEISIMU HAIHMCaHI
MOYpPOYHIi TUIAHU 1 IPOTPaMH BiJ] MEPILOTO MO BOCBbMHUUI KJIac, BUKOPHCTOBYIOTHCS
MIIPYYHUKH 1 METOTMYHUN MaTepiai 3riHO 3 pIBHEM 3HaHb, TIPU BIJICYTHOCTI YUUTEIIS
MIpAIIOE IPYTHIA YIUTENh, TaK [0 HABYAHHS HE 3yMUHAETHCS, TOOTO HEMA MEePEePBH Hi 3
SKUX MPUYUH. BaThbKu MMPOKO 3aJisHI B TOMTOMO31 CBOIM AiTsAM 3 1-T0O 110 8-Mii KJ1ac Ha
MPOTSI31 BCbOTO THIKHSI.

KomnekTtus yunteniB Ta AamiHicTpallis MIKOJIU TPOJOBXKYIOTh YIOCKOHATIOBATH 1
MMOHOBIIOBATH MIKIJIFHY IPOTpamMy, BUKOPUCTOBYIOUH JIJIS IIHOT'O HAHHOBIITY METOAMYHY
JiTepaTypy 3 YKpaiHu, sKy BOHH KOKHOT'O POKY OJEPKYIOTh IPU JOTIOMO31 0aTbKiB. 3
JIOTIOMOTOFO TI. AHTOHIHH SICKEeBUY pO3MpanbOBaHi MPOrpaMu 0 OCHOBHUX MPEAMETax
JUTSL CTapIIUX KJIaciB Ta MiAPYYHUKH 3 YKPaiHCHKOI JIiTepaTypH s 7-TO 1 8-T0 KiaciB.
Koopaunatop nporpamu ta aupextop mkonu, . Hagis Kanuarok npundana s
IIKUTBHOT 010JTIOTeKH KHMKKH, SIK1 y9HI MOXKYTh YATATH K B IIIKOJII, TaK 1 BIOMA.

Kypnan “Pinne CnoBo”, sskuii BUJA€ MIKOJIA, € MPOCBITHUIILKO-TTI3HABALHUH 5K
JuTst 6aThKIB, TaK 1 711 yuHIB. B HhOMY € iH(OpMAITis Mo Mpallo mKOoJIHW, HOBUHU a
TaKO CTaTTI Ha aHTIIMCHKIN MOBI, IO € MIIHHUM JUIS YKPATHCHKOT rpOMaIu.

3axOIUICHHS TPAIICI0 B IIKOJIi ISl HABYaHHS MOJIOZI YKPaiHChKOT MOBH — I1I€
9yJIOBHI MPUKIIAI TSI IHITUX TpoMaja. AMEpUKaHII TaKOX MAalOTh 0arato HOBUX /1€l Ta
MPOTIO3UIIIH, ajie KOJIM HEOOX1THO IS IbOTO MOKEPTBYBATH YAMOCH UM YacOM, iX
HATXHEHHsI 1HOJII IIBUJIKO 3HUKA€E. 3roja yKpaiHChKOi rpoMajy - 6aThKiB, aiTeil, 6adych,
JTyCiB, TOOPOBUIBHUX MOMIYHUKIB — OAYUTH, SIK JITH MUIIYTh 1 YUTAIOTh YKPATHCHKOIO
MOBOIO € HAaCIpaBi yyJoBe siBuIle. Ta 1me OiIbIl 4y10BO Ie T€, 0 AAMIiHICTpaLis
koM Ta KoJIEKTHUB yunTeNniB CBOIM MPUKIIAIOM JOTIOMOTJIN IHITUM IMMITPAaHTCHKUM
rpoMajam (BipMEHCBKIH, pOCIMCHKIN Ta 1CIIAaHCHKii) pO3IIoYaTH HaBYaHHS PiTHOI MOBH
ixHix giTedl. BykuBaHHS apyroi MOBH (MO 3 aHTIIIMCHKOIO) BIIOMA 1 B IIIKOJII IOBHHHO
BHU3HABATHCH SIK HAI0AHHS, a HE K 3000B'sI3aHHS B HAIllili KpaiHi.

Xo4a yacTkoBa (piHaHCOBA JOIMOMOTa, SKY IIKOJIa OTPUMYBaJIa JJIs PUI0aHHS
JiTepaTypu, MiAPYYHUKIB, KHHXKOK JUIS MIKUIbHOT O1010TEKH 1 IKITBHOTO MPUIIAIIS,
Maiike IPUITUHHIIIACH, aJle, HAII0Ch, IKOJIa Oy/e MPOJOBKYBATH MPAIFOBATH MTPH
aKTUBHIM J011oMO031 6aTbKiB. MM MOBHHHI 3pOOMTH BCe HEOOX1IHE ISl TOTO, 11100
yKpaiHChKa rpoMajia Maja 3MOTY TIPOJIOBKUTH HaBYaHHS JITEH Ha P1IHIN MOBI.

Iicyoi Jlyic,
Jupexmop LlImamnux i @edepanrvrux Ponois,
DOJICOM-Kopoosa 06 ’conanuii Ilxinonuti /Jucmpixm.
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