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Folsom Cordova Administrators Honored

Three longtime administrators from FCUSD (left to right) 
elementary education expert Leslie Faust, special education 
advocate Marsha Wilson, and diversity expert Judy Lewis. 

 
 Three Folsom Cordova Unified School District 
(FCUSD) administrators have been honored for 
outstanding service by the Association of California School 
Administrators (ACSA). 
 Judy Lewis, Marsha Wilson and Leslie Faust were 
all honored by the organization earlier this month.  They 
follow FCUSD Assistant Superintendent for 
Employee/Employer Relations Mindi Nunes, who was 
honored last year. 
 Judy Lewis, Director of State and Federal 
Programs for FCUSD was honored with the ACSA Valuing 
Diversity Award.  She has been associated with the 
Folsom Cordova Unified School District 30 years, first as a 
student and then as an employee.  Since her first day of 
school in 1979 when the principal of her school called her 
over to meet a clutch of scared Asian children who would 
be in her class, she has been helping newcomers, 
immigrants, refugees, sojourners, and American-born 
children of recent immigrants or refugee. 
 For example, she has taught to value and 
appreciate the unique qualities of cultures different than 
our own. 
 In the early 1980’s, Lewis established the 
Southeast Asian Community Resource Center.  Centrally 
located in Rancho Cordova, it continues today to serve as 
a research library for current resource information. 
 She also established the New-comer Center 
concept in the FCUSD, where students are clustered in 
classrooms for a one-year period, preparing students to 
assimilate into the culture of regular classrooms and 
develop their English language skills. 

 One of her most significant contributions 
has been the establishment of the district’s 
Community Heritage Language Schools.  Along 
with several educators from different countries (Nadia 
Kalinyuk from Ukraine, Rubik Kazaryan from Armenia, 
Svetlana Zayarchenko from Russia and Gudelia 
Castillo from Mexico), Ms. Lewis has created what is 
known within the district as Saturday School. 
 Students living in the region attend language 
school with the intent of preserving their home 
language and home culture.  Beginning with the 
Ukrainian school (now Heritage School of 
Ukrainian Studies) in 1993,  (Ukrainian school begun 
in 1992 in a Chinese church of the new immigrants, 
then expanded to the wider community as part of the 
district’s parent involvement efforts through 
Emergency Immigrant funding, and finally supported 
by the refugee grant), through the years she has 
added Russian, Armenian, and Spanish to the list with 
several sites within our school district.  Judy Lewis 
advocates respect, belief and support for all students 
and all people. 

She said in her article for magazine “Native 
Word” that “the Ukrainian Saturday School has been a 
hugely effective way to garner parent and community 
involvement, in such a way that both the school and 
the children benefit.  The organization and 
coordination of this program has been the product of 
passion and commitment.” 

Marsha Wilson, Director of Special Education 
for FCUSD was honored with the Administrator of the 
Year Award for 2002.  She has proven to be an agent 
of educational change advocating for all children 
including those who are often left behind due to 
physical of learning disabilities. Many of the programs 
she has designed for the FCUSD have become 
models for the other school district across the state. 

Leslie Faust, Assistant Superintendent of 
Elementary Instruction was honored with a Silver Star 
Award.  After more than 20 years in the FCUSD, her 
roots run deep in a commitment to high quality 
education for the district’s youngest learners.  As a site 
administrator, she continued to promote students 
success by articulating her vision of learning with her 
staff.  During all these years Leslie Faust 
demonstrates decision-making, problem solving, and 
conflict resolution skills as she goes about her daily 
duties. 

             “The Grapevine Independent”, May 28, 2004 
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Speech, 
given by Dmytro Markiv, the student of  
the graduating class at the School of 

Ukrainian Studies. 
 

The first annual graduation ceremony – the 
celebration of Final Bell. 

 
 

“Leaving the awesome shore of 
childhood,  

let us remember our school with 
love!” 

    
 It seems, only yesterday that our dads and moms 
led us by the hand and brought us to our Ukrainian 

School in first grade, in this very hall – for the celebration of the First Bell. 
 Today, the former first graders celebrate their last Graduation ceremony – the 
celebration of the Final Bell. 
 We, all the graduates, your children thank you, dear parents, for completing us to learn.  
Now, we understand that you wanted to see us educated, polite people. 
 We thank the principal of the school, Mrs. Nadia Kalinyuk  and all the teachers for your 
almost maternal relationship to us, for the strong knowledge you gave us, for teaching us to 
speak two languages freely. You taught us well. 
 Every person has two shores:  one from which he sails away, and the second – to which 
he moors. 
 These minutes are the times when we leave, cast off from our most treasured shore – 
the shore of childhood. 
 Speaking allegorically the shore of our childhood has been nourished with the clean 
clear waters of a wonderful river called the School of Ukrainian Studies in Sacramento. 
 It was so interesting when our favorite teachers Mrs. Lyudmyla Silchuk and Mrs. Lyuba 
Bolebrukh conducted our classes in the eight grades.  In the eight grade we started really to 
appreciate our education.  We will always remember the famous names of Taras Shevchenko, 
Mikhailo Hrushevskyi, Ivan Franko, Lesya Ukrainka, Oleg Honchar, Lina Kostenko, Dmitro 
Pavlychko and others. 
 What unusual school celebrations we prepared with Mrs. Danna Domashuk, principal of 
our school who so wonderfully praised Ukraine!  It’s unbelievable that today is our last 
celebration with her. 
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 Always in the memory of the graduates-bandurist will remain our music teacher Mrs. Ola 
Herasymenko-Oliynyk with whom we performed at our school, in colleges, universities, traveled 
and took part even in big concerts with professional bandurists in different cities and states of 
America, spreading Ukrainian culture. 
 A good example for us, graduates, is the fact several of our teachers received a higher 
pedagogical degree here in the USA. 
 We – the graduates of the fifth annual graduation congratulate you upon your 
completion at National University in San Diego and we present you bouquets of flowers, 
honored:  the school principal Mrs. Nadia Kalinyuk,  
the school vice-principal Mrs. Danna Domashuk, the teachers Mrs. Irina Leshchinskiy, and Mrs. 
Lyuba Bolebrukh. 
 In school, the teachers taught us to remember our 
native roots.  We bow to all our gray-headed grandfathers and 
grandmothers who are our roots that they daily never tired of 
putting us on the road to truth. 
 I would like to now turn to all the students from 1st to 7th 
grades.  At the beginning of this year I entered private Jesuit 
High School.  After all written tests at the interwiev I was asked 
about Ukrainian school, about our history, literature, even upon 
what subjects we wrote essays, to name Ukrainian poets, 
historians, and writers.  This is because this school is 
interested in students that are educated, that want and know 
how to learn.  All of this means discipline. 
 And so, dear students, listen to your parents, to your 
teachers, use every minute at Ukrainian school to your 
advantage.  All this is not easy.  But, all this will really help you 
in the future. 
 Dear Graduates! 
 May it always go well for you on your road in life!  
Leaving the awesome shore of childhood, let us remember our 
school with love! 
 We today say  “good bye” to our native Ukrainian 
school.  But we wish to leave behind a remembrance and 
pass on the SYMBOLIC KEY OF KNOWLEDGE to our 7th 
graders. 
 May the door be opened for you to the spiritual treasures of the native Ukrainian people! 
 Boldly step into the Land of Knowledge! 

        Sacramento, May 10, 2003 
        Translated from Ukrainian by Dmytro Markiv 

Текст виступу переклав з української мови 
на англійську мову - Дмитро Марків. 

 

Dmytro Markiv. The first day in 
Ukrainian school.  September, 1995. 
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Visit to the Consulate of Ukraine in San Francisco 
 
 Mykhailo B. Reznik presented his Letter of 
Credence to President George W. Bush on  
December 4, 2003, becoming the fifth representative 
of Ukraine to the United States. 
 Ambassador Reznik's public service career 
began when he joined the Ministry of Trade of Ukraine 
in 1973. During the years in Kyiv (1973-1994) he 
occupied various positions in the Ministry of Trade 
(later renamed as Ministry of Foreign Economic 
Relations and Trade of Ukraine), including such as the 
President of State Procurement Committee (1986-
1988), Chairman of State Foreign Trade Association 
"UkrTechMashImpex" (1988-1992), Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Economic Relations and Trade (1992-1993), 
First Deputy Minister of Foreign Economic Relations 
and Trade (1993-1994). 
 His postings abroad included Washington, D.C. 
(Trade representative of Ukraine from 1994 to 1997). 
Deep expert knowledge allowed Ambassador Reznik repeatedly represents Ukraine in 
Trade Committee of the European Union, UNCTAD, GATT and UNCITRAL. In January 
1996 his was decorated with the award of the President of Ukraine - the title of "Honorary 
Economist of Ukraine". He served as Ambassador to the Republic of Korea from 1997 to 
2001 and as Ambassador to the People's Republic of China from 2001 to 2003. In January 
2000 for the high professionalism and considerable contribution to the state he was 
awarded with the Badge of the Order for Merit, 3rd Class. 

 Mr. Reznik graduated from the Kyiv 
Trade and Economic University in 1972 and, in 
1977, from the Academy of the National 
Economy of Ukraine. He also completed the 
Senior Executive program at the Stanford 
Business School in the United States in 1992. 
 Mr. Reznik was born on February 5, 
1950. He is married to Iryna Reznik and they 
have daughter Inna. He is a grandfather with 
granddaughter and grandson. Mr. Reznik 
enjoys playing golf, table tennis and chess. 
  
 On March 29, 2004 Yuriy Oliynyk – the 
President of Ukrainian Heritage Club of 
Northern California with his wife Ola Oliynyk – 
Merited artist of Ukraine, met Ambassador  
M. Reznik at Ukrainian Consulate in San   

Francisco and presented to him magazine “Native 
Word”  from Ukrainian Heritage School of Rancho 
Cordova, California. 

Yuriy Oliynik is presenting the magazine 
“Native Word” to the Ukrainian Ambassador 

Mikhailo Reznik. 

Ola Oliynik,  Ukrainian ambassador 
Mikhailo B. Reznik and Yuriy Oliynik in 

Consulate of Ukraine in San Francisco 


